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FOREWORD

This is a condensed version of the two
volumes written to cover the first 150 years of the
Club, with the addition of the twenty years since
1988.

The first volume was written after the Club had
reached its centenary and at a stage when its
history was worthy of summary. As one of the
oldest rowing clubs, it had taken its share in the
development of boats and boat racing and in
establishing the sport on a permanent and
nationwide basis. The volume may have
interested the rowing historian, but it was
addressed to the members of Royal Chester, so
that they would become familiar with the past
struggles, defeats and victories of their Club, and
be encouraged in their own efforts to perpetuate
its traditions.

John Glass had been a member of the Club
for only eight years when he was asked to write
the first volume (1838 – 1938), but Walter Todd
(1946 – 88) was a member for the whole of the 50
years he has written, with his personal knowledge
of all the people and events he mentions.

I have been acquainted with the Club for 60
years, and an active member for the past 40
years, during which I have been directly involved
in its activities, on almost a daily basis.

KEITH OSBORNE
President 2007-8 and honorary Editor, British
Rowing Almanack Since 1960
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The first strokes...
1838-1939

At the beginning of the nineteenth century
amateur oarsmen began to take part in boat
racing, and establishing clubs devoted to the
pursuit of the sport. On the River Thames there
were already two clubs of note called the ‘Star’
and the ‘Arrow’ which merged into the present
Leander Club at Henley-on-Thames around 1819.
Other early boat clubs were those of Westminster
School (1813) and Eton College (1816), where
rowing had already become a pastime some
years earlier. These schools raced against each
other and very soon introduced the sport to the
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge. This led to the
first University Boat Race in 1829, followed by two
more in 1836 and 1839, before it became a
regular institution.

Meanwhile amateur races began to find a
place in the annual Chester Regatta which started
in 1733 or possibly earlier. In 1832 there were
three events for amateurs, two for boatmen and a
sixth race in Fishermen’s gigs, rowed by women.
There was no race specifically for gentlemen
rowers, however within a few years a race for
amateurs, from which manual workers were
excluded, had been introduced.

At the time of the accession of Queen Victoria
in 1837, when the formation of a rowing club in
Chester became known, local newspapers
stressed the respectability and influential position
of the gentlemen who were advancing the project.
It was pointed out that this gentlemanly interest in
rowing dated back at least to the beginning of the
century.

In search of recreation and exercise,
gentlemen had hired boats for their own
amusement. The more enthusiastic and
experienced of these oarsmen met weekly and
these gatherings resulted in a determination to
found a regular rowing club. This decision was
made on May 27th, 1838, the first anniversary of
Queen Victoria’s birthday since her accession to
the throne.

The scheme to form the Club received a
further impetus from the celebrations in Chester
in honour of the Coronation of Queen Victoria, on
June 28th 1838. The programme included a
regatta. Of the seven races advertised, the most
important was the Coronation Cup for four-oared
gigs, to be rowed and steered by amateurs,
“being persons not usually employed in manual
labour.”

Within a fortnight The Chester Victoria Rowing
Club was formally organised at the Castle of
Chester on Monday the 9th day of July, 1838,
when the name of the Club was adopted. The
meeting approved the purchase of “two first rate
boats, namely a 6 oar and a 4 oar, to be kept
“solely for racing.” An annual subscription of one
Guinea was established, and a Committee was
formed to draw up a code of strict rules and to
appoint officers.

On Tuesday 14th August, 1838, Preliminary
Rules and Regulations were adopted for the
government of the Club, and officers and a
committee were appointed.

A week later the two new racing boats were
ordered from London.
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Chester Regatta, 1840. The Race for the Prince Albert Cup between the ‘Deva’, Royal Chester and the ‘Crusader’,
Liverpool.
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A racing start...

The new club first raced at Liverpool Regatta
in 1839, in a contest of “four oared boats rowed
and steered by gentlemen amateurs.” In the first
heat, the Shark, a Dublin boat had the start, but
Deva, from Chester “gradually overhauled the
Dublin boat, and came first by many “lengths.”
In the final against the Victoria of Dublin the
Deva struggled hard in the early stages before
they “fairly shot away to win in gallant style.”

In 1840 Royal Patronage was granted to the Club
through the instrumentality of Lord Robert
Grosvenor (afterwards Lord Ebury) and the title

of ‘Royal’, was conferred at the end of June, in
time for the new ‘Royal Chester Rowing Club’ to
compete at Chester Regatta. .

In 1854 the Club broke new ground by engaging
Mat Taylor of Newcastle as Trainer for the
season at a salary of £2.5s.0.d per week. He
built a new out-rigged smooth bottomed keel-
less boat named Victoria and was given £10 at
the end of the season “for having brought out
his crew so successfully,” with several wins.

In 1855 the Club became ambitious under the
captaincy and stroking of J. B. Littledale and
decided to compete at Henley. Taylor was again
engaged as Trainer, and the unchanged crew
continued to practice and race in Victoria, in
preparation for entering the Stewards and
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Winners of the Stewards and Wyfold Cups in 1855 in the Keel-less four ‘Victoria’.
Cox A.Brittain, stroke JB Littledale, 3. E Dixon, 2. EB Gibson. Bow, P Maudsley.

Matt Taylor and his Keel-less Four ‘Victoria’ at Henley in 1855.
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Wyfold Cups, which were both won with
considerable ease. It was the first year the
Wyfold Cup was offered for competition. Great
was the welcome for the victorious four on their
return to Chester, where they arrived in time to
win the Lord Grosvenor Cup at Chester Regatta
for the second consecutive year.

The Victoria was carefully preserved by the
Club, and was transferred to the Science
Museum at South Kensington in 1937. Sixty
years later, when the River & Rowing Museum
was opened, it returned to Henley.

In 1856 Royal Chester became the first eight ever
to represent the North of England at Henley. In
March it was decided to commence training
immediately and for ‘Mat’ to build a new boat in
collaboration with J.B.Littledale, who had
planned a keel-less eight on the lines of Victoria.
It was named Eugenie and proved a
considerable problem as it was difficult to “sit”.
Up to this time eights had been constructed with
keels which lent stability. Watermanship and the
art of “sitting” a boat were in their infancy. Taylor
himself acted as stroke in some of the practice
outings to demonstrate how to get hold of the
water at the beginning of each stroke. The Royal
Chester crew rolled badly; their oars
“slobbered” along the water, but their pace was
and enthusiasm was undeniable.

At Henley in the Ladies Plate, Royal Chester had
the middle station between St John’s,
Cambridge and Exeter College, Oxford. The
report in Bell’s Life of London stated: “Chester
began to show in front from the very first dip of
the oars.” At Remenham the Cambridge crew
was nearly level with them, but there was a
“falling off in timing and faulty steering”. “The
Northern heroes putting on a little extra steam
got a length clear and left their rivals two lengths
or more behind. “In the race against Lady
Margaret B.C. Cambridge for the Grand
Challenge Cup, the Royal Chester eight was
easily successful. The two Challenge Cups from
Henley were proudly exhibited later in Chester.

Taylor acquired an immediate reputation at the
1856 Henley. After seeing the Chester
performance, the Oxford University President
had a boat built, at his own expense, for the

1857 Boat Race, which was rowed over the
Putney-Mortlake course..

Matt was engaged to attend Oxford’s practice
and sometimes put at stroke to enforce the art
of catching hold of the water at the beginning of
the stroke. In the race Oxford rowed clean away
from Cambridge from start to finish, rowing
much the slower stroke, travelling at a pace
which opened the eyes of rowing men to the
new design.

In 1858 he built the winning Cambridge eight, but
the one he also built for Oxford was discarded
as being too weak for the crew. Taylor built the
Oxford boat in 1859 which was used again the
following year. Then in 1861 he built a boat for
Eton in which the College won the Ladies Plate
six times at Henley in 1864-70

In August 1860 Royal Chester received a
challenge from the Rev F. Grosvenor’s Rowing
Club for a four-oared race. The challenge was
accepted on condition that the Competitors
would pull for £10 a side, the money to be
invested in cups or medals and that the race
should be over the usual regatta course. The
Rev F. Grosvenor’s Club found these conditions
were too stringent, and refused.

In 1871 steps were taken to begin the long series
of races between Royal Chester R.C. and
Mersey R.C. In September, a motion was
carried that a Challenge Cup be subscribed for
and purchased by members and friends of both
clubs, to be rowed for annually in the Spring.
The race to take place in gig eights and the
losing club each year to provide the crew of the
winning club with presentation prizes. The race
originated because it was thought that an
annual contest between two large clubs located
near each other would tend to promote good
rowing. In 1871 the race was got up rather
hastily, with little time for practice, and the
Chester crew won easily.

In 1872 the Liverpool crew came every evening to
practice at Chester. When they first appeared,
they were pronounced “a very strong muscular
crew, but rough.”

They improved however and became the
favourites. The Chester men improved steadily,
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but the betting on the Mersey crew varied from
10 – 4 to 3 – 1, with odds being laid to a
considerable amount. “Mersey raced down the
Heron Bridge straight rowing at 40, 42 and even
44 strokes per minute, whereas Chester kept
pounding along at 36.” Soon after the Red
House they drew level for a quarter of a mile,
and shot ahead with a final spurt to win by three-
quarters of a length in seven minutes and
twenty six seconds at Dee Fords.

In 1874 the Club returned to Henley after an
interval if 18 years to race in the Wyfold Cup in
its first year as a coxswainless event. They beat
London R.C. easily in the first heat, but lost in
the final to Newcastle R.C. by a bare half-length
after having the misfortune to foul the riverbank
half way up the course!

In 1876, a new site, the present one, was secured
for a new boat shed. A freehold was
unobtainable, so the new grounds were
acquired on a fourteen years’ lease at a rental of
£20 per annum. Twenty gentlemen took up Life
Membership at £10, thus providing the money
for the new buildings. These were larger than
the old shed, and were capable of storing the
eight-oared boats which had previously been
stored apart from the Club sheds. A larger
dressing room, and a clubroom were also
provided.

In 1877 the new Club House was opened and
has remained in use until the present day,
without alteration to any part of the original
structure.

Royal Chester was a founder club of the
Amateur Rowing Association in 1882. Then, in
April 1885, James Green began his long service
as a ‘shed helper’ to the Club Trainer for the
duration of the season, before becoming the
club boatman, and continuing in service for 56
years, until he died after a short illness in 1941.

1888 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the
foundation of the Club which started the season
with four wins at Burton Regatta, before winning
the West of England Challenge Vase at Bath …..
“Through their superior skill and ability rather
than strength….. rarely has such a finished
exhibition been given as that by the Chester
men”. According to a newspaper report.

In 1891 the persistent efforts of the Club were
rewarded at Henley when Thames, Molesey
and Kingston were defeated to win the Wyfold
Cup. This crew also won at Marlow, Burton and
the West of England Challenge Cup at
Shrewsbury.

The Club rose to greater heights in 1892, when
the same crew entered for the Stewards Cup at
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The Boathouse 1851 - 1876

RCRC_History_B5x2_B:Layout 1  26/11/08  13:46  Page 5



Henley after retaining the West of England
Challenge Vase. “Royals” beat Brasenose by
two lengths to reach the final against Thames
R.C. After a delayed start due to a troublesome
headwind, Royal Chester led by three-quarters
of a length after the quarter mile, helped by
some bad steering by their opponents. Thames
spurted but again steered badly and “Royals”
led by a length at halfway. Then Royal Chester
had a bad spell and were only half a length
ahead at the Mile Post. With only a quarter of a
mile to go, Thames spurted and rapidly reduced
the lead, but “Royals” responded with a good
spurt to hold out to win by a scant quarter of a
length. In the following year Royal Chester did
not survive the first round.

In 1898 the Club probably celebrated its 60th
season with some relief, as the Chester Boat
Company granted a sixty years lease, after
considerable negotiation. Dry rot in the
Committee room roof (which became the
Sculling Shed) and changing room, a boat
stock in poor condition, and several oars and
sculls which could not be used were just a few
of the problems. In the following year it is worthy
of note that J H Gibbon, a member of the Club,

stroked the Cambridge crew, which broke a ten
years’ sequence of Oxford victories in the
University Boat Race.

On the death of Queen Victoria in March 1901
the Club made some enquiries to the Home
Office about securing the continuance of the
Royal Patronage. An official at the Home Office
advised that it appeared necessary to apply for
the renewal of the Royal Patronage, as the
elevation of his Majesty to the throne had
cancelled the patronage which he extended to
the Club as Prince of Wales.

Accordingly, resolutions of condolence and
congratulation, suitably illuminated, mounted
and signed by the President and Vice
Presidents of the Club, together with a further
resolution asking His Majesty to continue his
patronage, were despatched to the Keeper of
the Privy Purse. On July 4th 1901 the Privy
Purse Office confirmed that “His Majesty is
pleased to accede to the request to continue his
patronage to The Royal Chester Rowing Club.

In 1906 H.W. Barff, who afterwards became
secretary of Henley Royal Regatta, was elected
Captain. When King Edward VII died in June
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The Present Boathouse built in 1877
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1910 he was succeeded as patron of the Club
by his Majesty King George V.

In the Spring of 1913 a Club crew rowed a coxed
four from the boat house to Bangor-on-Dee
bridge. They started at 1pm, stopped for tea at
Farndon and reached Bangor at 9 o’clock.
There is no other record of such a journey being
undertaken, and those acquainted with the
rapids in the river above Farndon may wonder
how the feat was accomplished.

Another landmark in the history of the Club that
year was the first record of a Veteran success
when J.H.Small, aged 43, won the Veteran
Sculls at Agecroft Regatta.

In the summer of 1914 the clouds of war were
already looming over the horizon. On July 26th
it was considered inadvisable to proceed with
arrangements for the Club regatta, then a few
days later the storm burst.

The courage and stamina which rowing
develops in an oarsman were well proved in the
years which followed. The Club had a Great War
record of which it felt it will forever be proud. It
was put “on a winter basis.” Green was kept on
at a retaining wage, and obtained regular work
at the Chester Boat Company. Sporadic efforts
to continue rowing were made. After the Captain
and Secretary joined H.M. Forces four other
members undertook the management of the
Club in their absence.

In 1915 half of the 62 paying members were in the
service of their country, but at the end of the War
there were 13 who could not return “to go on
where they had left off.” A dozen had served in
the Army and one in the Navy.

After the Great War

With the Peace came the revival of the Club,
and in 1919 ‘Jimmy’ Green was taken back on
full-time.

Chester Regatta was successfully revived in
1920, and an interesting exhibit was displayed
there by the Club. It was in the shape of a four-
oared racing boat which had been converted
into a sectional boat for ease of transit to outside
regattas. The boat could be divided into three
pieces and packed into a case only 15ft long.
On arrival at another river it could be re-
assembled in a few minutes. It was an attempt
to reduce the great expense of transport of
racing boats, as their length took up two railway
trucks. However, the development of lorry
transport Solved this problem for many years
until the introduction of boat trailers soon after
the Second World War.

In 1921 the Club reached the final of the Wyfold
Cup at Henley and were leading at Fawley,
when they crashed into the booms and a blade
became trapped under a punt. Before it could
be extricated their opponents went past and
won in record time.

In the Autumn of 1922 a new four was formed
and trained through the winter. At its first regatta
in 1923 it achieved the distinction of winning
both Junior – Senior and Senior Fours at
Chester, before winning Senior Fours again a
month later at Lancaster.

Regular practice was continued by the crew
during the winter of 1923 and after a win at
Northwich early in 1924 they were entered for
the Wyfold Cup at Henley. At Marlow, just prior
to Henley, the crew lost in the final of Senior
Fours after fouling a motor launch moored
alongside the course. At Henley, after drawing a
bye in the first round, they beat the Royal
Engineers and Exeter College, Oxford to reach
the final. Here they led Imperial College by a
length at the first signal, and two lengths at
Fawley. At the Mile Post Royal Chester led by
1¾ lengths, and then held off repeated spurts
by the College to win by l¼ lengths. After
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Henley they added four more wins in Fours,
including the West of England Challenge Vase.

Between 1926 and 1931 the Club added little to
its history. Few regattas were visited, and the
only success recorded in open events were in
the Championship of the Dee, won by A.B.
Thomas in 1929, and a junior fours event at
Hereford in 1931. This period of inactivity was
due to the loss of senior oarsmen who were no
longer available, and the fact that the Club was
heavily in debt due chiefly to large expenditures
on regatta entries. The inactivity resulted in loss
of interest, and membership fell off badly.

In 1931 the debit balance was over £300 and
subscribing members numbered only thirty-
one. A financial appeal was launched and
generously supported. By the end of March,
1932 the overdraft was reduced to £168. Further
reductions in the following year brought the
financial position under control.

In 1932 a crew was entered for the first time in the
Mortlake – Putney Head of the River Race.
There were 129 starters, but a mishap robbed
the debut of any distinction as No 3 broke his
rigger after the start, and was compelled to
jettison his blade to avoid hindrance to the
progress of the boat. The crew finished 125th
out of 129 starters. This was the beginning of
regular organised winter rowing for the Club
and an important mile-stone in its history.

In the following 1933 season an eight was again
entered for the Putney Head of the River Race
and completed the course “with the usual
complement of oars” finishing 39th in 22 min 47
sec. Rowing at stroke and seven were T.S.
Bigland and E.F. Bigland who later entered for
the Silver Goblets at Henley. It was the first time
a Royal Chester pair competed in the event.
They started by beating an Italian entry by two
lengths and then met the GB 1932 Olympic
Champions – Clive and Edwards. The race was
rowed in a headwind and the Bigland brothers,
rowing a consistently higher stroke, won by a
length after a grim struggle. In the final they
were led by Gilmour and Powell of Eton Vikings
to Fawley, where they collided with the booms
and lost their chance of winning. At Chester
Regatta which followed, T.S. Bigland won the
Championship of the Dee.

In 1934 T.S.Bigland became Club Captain and
returned with his brother to Henley in two
events. They competed again in the Silver
Goblets and were leading at the Mile Post by ¾
length when their Oxford opponents capsized.
This put them through to the final against Braun
and Moller, of the Wiking Club, Berlin, who won
by ¾ length after a very fine struggle. The
brothers also rowed as stern pair in the Club’s
Wyfold four which won two rounds with some
ease to reach the final where they succumbed
to Reading R.C by 1 ¾ lengths.

The Silver Goblets 1934. EF and TS Bigland losing in the final to Wiking Club, Berlin.
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The North of England
Head

The task of establishing eight-oared racing in
the North of England was carried a stage further in
1935 by the north of England Head of the River
Race at Chester. Organised on the lines of the
corresponding Mortlake – Putney race on the
Thames, established a decade earlier in 1926.
The Event took place on 23rd March over the 4¾
miles course from Eccleston Ferry to the Royal
Chester Clubhouse. There were a dozen entries
from Agecroft, Liverpool Victoria (two crews),
London, Loughborough B.C. Manchester
University B.C., Mersey R.C., Royal Chester R.C.,
and Thames R.C., who were the winners in 18
min 35 sec, followed by London R.C in 19 min 20
sec. The Royal Chester 1st crew finished 5th in 20
min 3 sec, while the third boat won the Clinker
Pennant in 20 min 56 sec. A week later in the
London Head the three Royal Chester crews
finished 32nd, 71st and 98th respectively.

At the Annual General Meeting in April 1935,
James Green, the boatman, was presented with
a gold watch and a cheque to mark the fiftieth
anniversary of his service with the Club. Making
a few remarks appropriate to the occasion the
Captain said he hoped that Jimmy would be
with the Club when its Centenary was
celebrated, a wish which was fulfilled three
years later. In September the Club took part in
the celebration organised by the City of Chester
to mark the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the
accession of King George V to the throne. The
whole riverside including the Club premises and
grounds were brilliantly illuminated. A long
procession of gaily decorated boats and
launches sailed down the river past the Lord
Mayor who took the salute from the Club
pontoon. The contribution of the Club to the
procession was a re-enactment of King Edgar’s
row up the Dee in a boat, manned by six
Tributary Kings after his Coronation at Bath in
AD 973.

The beginning of 1936 saw the lamented death
of King George V. A telegram of condolence
was sent to he Majesty Queen Mary, and a
wreath despatched to Windsor. At an

Extraordinary General Meeting held on
February 22nd, a resolution was passed
extending the deep sympathy of the Club to
King Edward VIII, and to the members of the
Royal Family in the loss they had sustained. A
further resolution expressed the loyalty and
dutiful homage of the Club to the new King and
humbly petitioned his consideration of the
renewal of the Royal Patronage. This favour the
King was graciously pleased to grant.

King George VI succeeded King Edward VIII in
December 1936 and continued the Royal
Patronage of the Club.

In 1937 there was no London Head of the River
Race as the tidal conditions made
arrangements difficult. In consequence the
corresponding race on the Dee attracted some
very fast entries from Thames R.C, London R.
C, Clare College, Cambridge, St Edmund Hall,
Oxford and Trinity College, Dublin. Clare
College retained the headship in an excellent
time of 14min 58sec and Royal Chester finished
sixth in 15min 20sec.

Women rowing?
June 1937 saw the first mention of Women’s
rowing appearing in the Club records when
Liverpool University Women’s R.C. sought
permission to use the Club pontoon. It was
decided that “partly because the boathouse
door was too narrow, and partly because it
would not be good for the dignity of the Club,
the request should be refused.” The first refusal
was not intended to cast any reflection on the
width of the ladies (who could apparently
withstand the most critical comment on this
score), but referred to the difficulty of getting a
rigged boat through the doorway which was
subsequently widened. At the time the premises
were being used to capacity as accommodation
had been provided since 1932 for the rowing
activities of the King’s School, Chester, to whom
the Club were frequently indebted for the
provision of coxes.

Towards the end of 1937 the keel-less four
Victoria built for the Club in 1854 by Mat Taylor,
was offered to the Science Museum in London
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on permanent loan. The boat was gratefully
accepted. Subsequently, when the River and
Rowing Museum was opened in Henley, the
boat was transferred at the request of the Club
to its present surroundings.

In 1938 the Club’s performance in the Head of the
River Races on the Dee and on the Tideway
placed Royal Chester once more ahead of any
other provincial club. The first eight finished
third, within 7 seconds of Jesus College,
Cambridge, the winners at Chester, and then
11th out of 130 starters in the Mortlake – Putney
race.

The summer season was also distinguished by
a very creditable showing at Henley, in the
Thames Cup, Wyfold Cup and Silver Goblets.
The Wyfold four reached the final where they
lost by three lengths to London RC the holders.
The Bigland brothers reached the final of the
Silver Goblets and led by a length at Fawley, but
thereafter their Leander opponents, Laurie and
Wilson (the 1948 Olympic Champions) went
away to win and equal the course record of 8
min 8 sec. The Club eight lost narrowly to
Reading in the first round of the Thames Cup by
a ½ length.

On October 28th, 1938 the Club reached its
hundredth birthday and dined in celebration in
the ballroom of the Grosvenor Hotel, Chester. In
a telegram to His Majesty King George VI: “The
Members of the Royal Chester Rowing Club
tendered the Assurance of their continued
loyalty, affection and good wishes.” In reply His
Majesty thanked the members for their
message, which as patron he much
appreciated.”

Competitive rowing in the 1930s was confined
to a very few “heads” in the Spring, followed by
a Regatta season ending in August, a season
which by subsequent standards included very
few Regattas each offering very few events. Also
there were only four categories of competition
– Senior, Junior-Senior, Junior and Maiden. A
few Regattas offered “School” events, but
Women’s events were rare indeed.

The 1939 season was overshadowed by the
possibility of a Second World War, indeed some
Club members were called up by their Territorial
Army Units for short periods before the
Centenary Dinner in 1938. However there was
much activity and it proved to be one of the best
seasons of the 1930s for the Club. Crews raced
at Merseyside, Stourport, Hereford,
Shrewsbury, Agecroft, Henley, Chester (which
used to be held after Henley in those days), with
main events being rowed downstream from
Heronbridge over the length of the Henley
course, and Burton.

The senior eight won at Merseyside and Chester,
the senior four at Merseyside and Stourport, but
lost by 1¼ lengths in the semi-finals of the
Wyfolds to Henley who beat Tigre (Argentina) in
the final.

In the first round against Nottingham & Union,
“Royals” were clear at the quarter-mile when a
punt drifted through a gap in the booms and
brought them to a halt: the umpire was rather
slow in stopping the race, by which time,
Nottingham, unaware of what had happened,
were some distance up the course: “Royals”
then argued forcefully that either both crews
should return to the start, or be re-started at the
point of obstruction, with Royal Chester granted
the lead they had already obtained. In the event
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HENLEY FINALISTS
BEHIND - D Bailey, JC MacGregor
WJC Todd, TS Bigland, EF Bigland, ASD Graesser
Silver Goblets, 1933, 34, 38 - EF Bigland, TS Bigland
Wyfold Cup !934 - JC MacGregor, D Bailey, EF Bigland,
TS Bigland.
Wyfold Cup 1938 - WJC Todd, TS Bigland, EF Bigland,
ASD Graesser.
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the race was re-started well up the course, with
the crews more or less level. Royal Chester
rapidly re-established their former lead and won
by four lengths. After beating New College
Oxford with great ease, the Club four lost by 1¼
lengths in the semi-final to Maidenhead, who
beat Tigre RC (Argentina) in the final by two
lengths.

After the outbreak of war on 3rd September,
1939 organised rowing stopped almost
immediately. But the Club remained open for
organised activity by members on leave and
temporary members enrolled during a posting
in the neighbourhood. Jimmy Green continued
as boatman on reduced wages until he died on
22nd October 1941 after serving the Club loyally
for 56 years. The Club flag draped the coffin at
his funeral which was attended by all available
members of the Club.

Wartime rowing.
All the Chester Rowing Clubs were finding
difficulty in remaining open, though there was a
need for exercise and relaxation on the River. So,
early in 1942 a meeting was called to consider

whether some form of war-time alliance could be
formed to concentrate the effort of maintaining
rowing facilities. As a result Royal Chester,
Grosvenor and Cestria co-operated to form “The
War-time Federation of Chester Rowing Clubs.”
These three clubs each lent boats to the
Federation and the Grosvenor Boathouse was
used as headquarters. Members were drawn
mainly from RAF Sealand, and HQ Western
Command in Chester. Crews were formed, and

11

Royal Chester Rowing Club - The first 170 years

February 1939. RCRC 1 practising on the Dee.
LG Peel - Bow, JVS Glass - 2, GTA Clemence - 3, D Hessling - 4, CPJ Englebach - 5, TS Bigland - 6, WJC Todd - 7,
JFR Fox - Str, AJB Williams - cox.

Henley 1938. Wyfold Four, semifinalists.
L to R. RT Bigland (coach), EF Bigland (3), CPJ
Englebach (str), TS Bigland (2), BACKGROUND, PA
Beresford (coach), WJC Todd (bow).
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some regattas in aid of wartime charities were
held in The Groves. Tom Noyes of Royal Chester
acted as Secretary for the Federation, and was
responsible for much of its activity. In April 1945
he retired to live in the lee of the North Downs in
Surrey, he died at the end of the 20th century.

A difficult re-start
1946 - 2008
Starting up again and the climb to the top were
part of the great desire for Royal Chester to re-
establish itself in 1946. Club members had aged,
had careers to rebuild or resume, and families and
homes were needing the attention lacking for so
long. Everything was run down, restricted or
forbidden by law – labour and materials were
controlled by licence, petrol was rationed – and
even obtaining a cup of tea after rowing required
a catering licence.

Cleaning materials, clothing and food were all
strictly rationed. There was no longer a boatman,
nor could the Club afford one. National Service
continued to take away the younger members
until 1963, new boats were unobtainable, and
wood for oars and sculls were controlled by the
Admiralty, who had other priorities.

On the Home Front problems special to Royal
Chester were the repair of a leaking boat-shed.
Fortunately the landlords (the Chester Boat
Company) of the site which included the Boat
House Inn and Club premises, carried on their
business of running pleasure launches, boat-
building and boat repairing. They still employed a
veteran craftsman Walter Timms (a cousin of
Jimmy Green), who had over many years at
Chester “squirreled away a vast collection of ‘bits
and pieces’, so he was rarely held up for want of
necessary materials. He was immediately
engaged to renovate the boat stock, oars and
sculls.

A licence was obtained for repairs to the
premises, with the work being carried out through
DIY augmented by various ‘tradesmen’ living
nearby. A senior member of the Club stationed at
HQ Western Command, “obtained” the services

of some German POWs who were working on
nearby farms and apparently under Army control.
These, in return for mainly cast-off clothing, were
willing to clean up the premises; however, this
happy arrangement ended abruptly when it was
discovered that these workers had ‘liberated’
various items of Club property, plus a much-prized
pair of trousers which belonged to the Captain.

In 1946 The North of England Head of the River
Race was revived in early March when the River
was flooded reaching nine feet above the
average height at the Weir. The floods abated in
time for the race to be contested by 12 crews,
with Downing College Cambridge winning both
the “Head” and Clinker Pennants in 18 min 28
sec. Most of the visiting crews overcame the
difficulties of boat transport by hiring boats from
Salters of Oxford, who then delivered a lorry-
load of appropriate boats to Chester.

The Tideway race was also revived over a
shortened course starting just below Barnes
Bridge, 12 in which seventy crews competed.
In both of the races School and College crews
outshone the Club entries, many of which were
little more than scratch crews.

The summer of 1946 saw most of the pre-war
regattas re-established and Royal Chester
crews competed at Hereford, Shrewsbury,
Agecroft, Burton, Henley and Chester. In August
the Club eight was invited to compete in the
Namur International Regatta in Belgium. The
race was the “spectacle du jour” with the eight
crews racing abreast “Royals held their own in
the early stages, but gradually fell back to finish
fifth, the winners being the Belgian champions
from Liege.

In 1947 the Club strengthened to the point of
having two eights for the North of England
Head, with a separate Senior Four and Senior
Eight for the summer season. The Four won at
Hereford and both crews survived their first
round races in the Thames and Wyfold Cups at
Henley. Thereafter at Chester, with a number of
changes, a junior-senior eight and junior-senior
four were successful, but thereafter Agecroft,
Worcester and Ross were visited without any
success. This was the season in which
K.H.Worden first appeared in club colours as a
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schoolboy cox beginning his rowing career
which sees him still competing in a Club crew
60 years later.

In 1948 the Club entered a Thames Cup eight and
Wyfold four at Henley. The eight did not survive
the first round, but the four reached the final.
They fought their way through four rounds,
beating successively Glasgow University,
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, Clare
College Cambridge and Westminster Bank,
before losing in the final to Victoria Lake South
Africa by 2½ lengths, a crew which later
represented their country in the Olympic
Regatta at Henley.

By the end of 1948 the Club was undoubtedly
building up in spite of the travel restrictions
imposed by petrol rationing, and the continuing
claims of National Service. The supply of
younger members was sufficient to fill most
places in the senior crews and, as shown at
Henley in the “Wyfolds”, with great success.

The major repairs to the Club premises had
been completed. The fabric had been made
sound once more, and attention had been given
to heating and plumbing. The whole place had
been brought to a state of good appearance
and tidiness seldom previously seen.

In 1949 the Club felt it was back on top, with more
time to consider administrative matters. The
summer Regatta season was the busiest since
the war. Entries were made at Nottingham,
Hereford, Shrewsbury, York, Agecroft, Henley,
Chester, Worcester and Ross. The highlights
were the senior eight which won at Hereford,
Shrewsbury and Chester, the coxless four which
again reached the final of the “Wyfolds”, and the
large number of members competing in the
club colours.

Royal Chester led by half a length at the Barrier
in the Wyfold Cup final but Lensbury were level
at Fawley. Thereafter they gained steadily to
lead by two lengths passing the Mile, before
scoring their first Henley win by three lengths.
Two members of their crew – J W Pearson (3)
and K L Osborne (stroke) later became
members of Royal Chester. Pearson became
the first former pupil of the King’s School to win
at Henley.

The Dee Autumn Fours run by the Club was
unpopular with the members who did not
believe in rowing in coxed fours in the winter,
so it was cancelled. However, it was discussed
with the Regatta committee, and later revived
under the management of Grosvenor RC.

In 1950 the purchase of a boat trailer was
approved to replace the lorry owned by a
member of Liverpool Victoria, which had been
used to transport boats from Royal Chester and
Grosvenor to provincial regattas. The vehicle
was normally engaged on retail coal deliveries
in Wallasey and Birkenhead; for Regattas a
massive two-tiered frame was added, capable
of carrying several boats, plus oars regularly,
safely and cheaply.

The 1951 Regatta season went well. The senior
eight won at Chester, Northwich, Nottingham
and Shrewsbury, but only survived the first
round of the Thames Cup at Henley.

Towards the end of the year there was anxiety
about Chester Regatta which had come to the
verge of bankruptcy, largely due to expenditure
on a fireworks display. It had been hoped the
public would pay for admission to the Regatta
Enclosure on the Meadows to witness the
display, but the public realised very quickly that
this was not necessary, and so the anticipated
revenue failed to materialise. The fact that the
Regatta’s debts could lie with local clubs
concentrated the minds of the Club committee
enormously and a strong letter was despatched
to the Regatta Committee, coupled with a threat
to withdraw from its organisation if the Regatta
“house” was not put in order.

An application from the King’s School in 1952
for “bulk” schoolboy membership” was turned
down, but it was agreed to hire boats to them
and to provide changing facilities. This decision,
unknowingly at the time, was to provide a
valuable bargaining factor when the King’s
School, having bought our freehold, sought to
eject us.

Henley in 1953 saw ten members selected to row
in the Thames Cup eight and Wyfold four, but
both were eliminated in the first round. When
these result were reviewed by the Club
Committee, two schools of thought emerged.
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One being that two members of the four had
also been in the eight and were therefore
overworked, the other being that two members
of the four had not been in the eight and were
therefore unfit.

At an Extra-ordinary General Meeting in
November 1954 approval was agreed for the
15 surviving members of Mersey RC to be
offered “dual nationality” in the form of a
“Mersey List” within Royal Chester, entitling
them to membership of Royal Chester while
retaining Mersey membership.

The bulk of the Mersey subscription income and
of their boat stock was transferred to Royal
Chester. This enabled Mersey to continue
nominal existence as a club affiliated to the
ARA, in the hope that it would eventually revive
and return to the West Float.

The year ended with a request from the
Divisional Meeting of the ARA for the Club to
organise a Scullers Head of the River Race on
the Dee. This was inaugurated in 1955 and
became known as the County of Chester Long
Distance Sculling Champion-ship. Over the next
three years there was a downturn in rowing and
an anxious period.

An unwelcome development in January 1957
was that no less than 25 members were still in
arrears with subscriptions due for the previous
year. The condition of the boat stock and
premises was also causing concern as nothing
had been spent on these areas as money was
not available in spite of a number of fund raising
appeals. Against this background the full rowing
subscription was raised at the AGM in May for
the first time since 1950, from four to five
guineas.

Repairs to the
clubhouse?
The Club then bestirred itself; a House Committee
was re-formed and began an extensive
programme of DIY remedial work in the

Clubhouse, priority being given to re-organising
the plumbing and ablutions. During this work a
proposal to remove the Slippery and highly
cambered red-brick paving along the front of the
premises, and replace it all with level concrete,
was abandoned on aesthetic and financial
grounds.

Twenty years later, in the early 1980s, it was
carried out by one of the parents as a safety
measure following the introduction of Junior
rowing.

Prospects brightened in 1958 when there was
considerable activity during the Regatta season,
due to the Captain’s policy that as many as
possible should compete in eights, and if need
be in small boats. The senior eights won at
Northwich, Shrewsbury, Gloucester and Ross;
a senior coxed four at Northwich, Shrewsbury,
Dublin Metropolitan – a new departure – and
Ross. A senior coxless four won at Northwich,
but various coxed pairs competed on seven
occasions without any success. However, two
senior scullers won singles at Shrewsbury and
Ironbridge, and there were two further
successes by a veteran at Agecroft and York.

A club left homeless!
There was gloom in 1959 when it became clear
that dissensions within the Boat Company
Board between those who supported rowing
and those whose interests were purely
commercial, together with impending
liquidation, made it impossible for the Club to
be granted a new lease.

The danger was that a scheme for the
commercial development of the Boat
Company’s property (a Dance Hall and a
Swimming Pool were possibilities) might be
adopted and the club be left homeless.

When, therefore, a wealthy Club member who
was also a very active and generous supporter
of King’s School rowing, sort to buy the major
part of the property (with the boathouse Inn and
yard being sold to the licensee) the Boat
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Company Directors (supported by the Club)
agreed to sell to him. They believed that he
would grant a new lease to Royal Chester, while
maintaining the Kings School in that part of the
sheds where they were currently tenants of the
Boat Company.

To the dismay of the Club committee the
“purchaser” denied that there were any grounds
for assuming that he would grant the Club a
new lease and stated that he was about to sell
the boat sheds (less one bay) and the Club site
to the Kings School. He would be retaining the
Manager’s house and part of the sheds for his
own use and would then be prepared to grant
the Club a lease of what was left.

The sale to the Kings School was completed
and that body then indicated that they wished
to have immediate possession of the Club
premises. In the meantime, anticipating the
likely course of events, the Club had taken
advantage of the current Landlord and tenant
Law which enabled a tenant faced with evection
at the expiration of a lease to apply to the
landlord for a new lease, and had made formal
application to the Boat Company, which passed
it on to the purchaser who passed it on to the
King’s school.

This legislation also provided recourse to the
Courts by the tenant in case of failure to give
satisfaction, which proved to be of great benefit
in subsequent negotiations with the King’s
School. It was pointed out to them that the
agreement whereby they had use of some of
the Clubs’ premises and boat stock could be,
and would be terminated forthwith.

The final upshot of subsequent negotiations
was that the School agreed to sell to the Club
the freehold of the present site for £1,700, and
themselves to remain where they are still in the
21st Century. The credit for this rescue
operation, perhaps the most important event in
the Club’s history, belongs to three members –
Eric Somerset –Jones (Lawyer), Terence Harvey
(Club Solicitor) and David Martinson (Captain) –
who achieved it.

The 1960 regatta season was one of great activity,
and remarkable for the number of coaches – six
for seniors, two for the juniors, and five for
beginners. The senior eight won at Northwich,
Merseyside and Gloucester, the Coxless four
scored a solitary success at Northwich and
there were three wins in single sculls. The
overall entries at regattas were: 5 eights, 8 fours,
2 pairs, and single sculls. Although there was
great enthusiasm and considerable activity, the

March 1959, Winners of NoEHORR practising on the Dee
E Somerset (bow), RW Alden (2), JI Holt (3), P Adams (4), PR BAINES (5), DM Martinson (6), GN Pointer (7), CP Oliver
(str), BN Baxter (cox).
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season was very successful in securing the
future of the premises, but not quite as
victorious on the water as had been hoped.

1961 turned out to be a splendid year with a
notably successful season at regattas, which
got into its stride with the Thames Cup eight
winning at Northwich, Merseyside, York, Derby,
Gloucester, Ross and Cambridge, after starting
by losing at Chester. At Henley the Club eight
reached the semi-finals for the first time since
1882, before losing to Jesus College,
Cambridge by 1½ lengths, who lost in the final
to London University. In the “Wyfolds” the Club
four also lost to the ultimate winners when they
were narrowly defeated in the first round by six
feet to Kent School USA, after a tremendous
struggle over the whole course. Club fours were
successful at Northwich, Shrewsbury,
Gloucester, Ironbrdge, Ross and Bridgnorth. A
record season ended with 61 trophies being
won overall.

After the peak achievements of the previous
year, 1962 was disappointing. The year began
with the river being frozen for three weeks so
that some training took place on the West Float
at Birkenhead. The first eight won the Head of
the Bridgewater in record time. Later it became
clear that a Henley eight could not be produced,
and an attempt to find a “Wyfold” four had to be
abandoned. It proved to be a most difficult for

keeping crews together for two consecutive
outings. The impending amalgamation on 1st
January of the Women’s ARA with the ARA
resulted in a proposal, later adopted, that as the
existing “maiden” status for beginners might
then cause jocularity and misunderstanding, it
should be redesignated “novice.”

At Regattas there were three wins in senior
coxed fours and two in non-status coxed pairs.
Otherwise many other entries and several
Regattas brought no wins.

The 125th Anniversary of the Club in 1963 was
threatened with cancellation of the North of
England Head of the River Race, when the River
Dee froze after the entries had closed. Then a
sudden thaw came to save the day.

It was also the year in which compulsory
National Service in the Armed Forces ended.
On the water the Club “bounced back” after the
relatively lean results of the previous year in no
uncertain manner. The Club’s strength lay not
in a few experienced oars, but in a larger
number of average men who trained and raced
extremely hard, and sought competition rather
than easy wins. The introduction of “interval
training” was notably successful and thirty-eight
trophies were won, surpassing the 24 won two
years previously.

Two senior eights and two senior coxless fours
competed independently: 80 events were
entered at 32 Regattas and of these 38 were
won. In a further 22 the Club was losing finalist.
Out of a total of 185 races, 128 were won and
two ended in dead-heats. After the Club had
competed in literally every type of event, 27
members emerged as winners.

Notable successes in eights were at Evesham,
Gloucester, Ross, Stourport, Northwich, Leeds
and Dublin Metropolitan Regattas. It was a
significant year for the Club to achieve its best
ever performance up to this date.

At Henley in 1964 the “Wyfold” four were
probably the second fastest crew in their class
as they lost in the semi-finals to the eventual
winners, Sons of Thames, by a closer margin
than they won the final. In the remainder of the
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1961. Members of the winning 1st VIII
Back row: JM Stoddart, G Clarke, BD Gibbs, JR Perkins,
WJ Ward,
Front, DCF Latham, GN Pointer, IFCS Clyre, B Williams
Cox: AWH Smith
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season the senior eights won twice at Northwich
and Merseyside, while there were six wins in
fours at Burton, Chester (2), Northwich,
Birmingham and ‘Oxford, with a triple success
in single sculls at Marlow, Bedford and
Maidenhead, by Roger Croome, a promising
junior-senior.

In 1965 the Regatta season was the least
successful for some years; in senior eights not
a heat was won, and fours were only successful
at inferior regattas. Poor standards of fitness,
lack of experienced newcomers and the overall
lack of available rowing members were blamed.
Of the season’s total of 15 wins, 11 were by
Roger Croome in senior sculls.

Plans for alterations and extensions to the Club
premises were finalised, but with no idea of how
to find the necessary cash. The plans provided
for the clearance of the area occupied by the
shed and lean-to in which the whiffs, skiffs and
sculling boats were stored for replacement with
a Clubroom.

Overall it was not a very good year, but the
decision to carry out (money permitting) a major
addition to the Club facilities was a positive step
forward.

In 1966 Roger Croome in the Diamond Sculls,
was the Club’s sole Henley entry, but he was

unfortunate in drawing the European bronze
medallist – Weinese of Holland in the first race,
so his first experience of the Regatta was rather
brief. However, he did have the honour of
becoming the first member to appear at Henley
wearing the new blue sleeveless Club vest
approved at the AGM.

In 1967 the Club received a letter from a lady in
Newcastle-on-Tyne saying that she had in her
possession a scale model of the boat Eugenie,
the first keel-less carvel built Eight ever
constructed, built for the Club in 1856 by Mat
Taylor for Henley, when the Club won both the
Ladies Plate and the Grand Challenge Cups to
the astonishment of the rowing world.

The model was purchased for £20 and
apparently forgotten until the 1980s when it was
restored by Andrew Holt, one of the first juniors
from Christleton School to join the Club, and
placed on loan in the Grosvenor Museum,
Chester, until it was withdrawn into the Club’s
possession for use in 1988 for the
Sesquicentenary celebrations.

In the regatta season the Club produced 28
wins, of which five were in fours and the
remainder in single and double sculls, with
difficulties in forming crews resulting in some
oarsmen turning to small boats.

November 1967, The Clubroom is added to the Boathouse.
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The Club rowing policy was to involve as many
members as possible to try to produce our own
oarsmen. In support of this policy vacation
rowing for schoolboy and University members
was organised in 1968 after the introduction of
Cadet rowing by the Amateur Rowing
Association, which had enlisted the assistance
of The King’s School coach, Mike Fox. He
welcomed the opportunity to broaden the skills
of his pupils by rowing in fours and sculls in the
Club’s summer vacation programme, as his
senior boys concentrated all their efforts on the
school eights in term time.

As a direct result the Club won its first Junior
rowing trophy in the new class of Cadet coxed
fours at Bridgnorth Regatta with five vacation
members from the successful King’s School 1st
VIII – M C Warburton, K Bolshaw, B.,A.Sullivan,
B Matthew, (stroke), with C W P Starkie (cox),
coached by Mike Fox (Master in charge of
Rowing) and myself as their guest coach in term
time for the next 20 years. Three years later two
members of the four – Bolshaw (Oxford) and
Sullivan (Cambridge) rowed in the University
Boat Race.

1968 was not a good year for Club rowing and no
great hopes were raised for the future. However,
it did end with the opening of the new Clubroom
(and Bar) which it was hope would revitalise the
amenities and social life of the Club, and most
importantly, be a source of income.

The new Clubroom soon had its first
recorded break-in, when the bar till,
“fruit machines” and cigarette machines were
cleaned out; then a second followed in quick
succession, when the contents of the oar-
appeal collecting box and a lavatory cistern
disappeared. A third soon followed but by then
there was little left worth taking.

The Regatta season did not go well in eights
and fours, but Roger Croome raised hopes for
the future with six wins in senior sculls at
Regattas, to which he added the County of
Chester and Marlow Long Distance Sculling
Titles in the Autumn.

Matters improved in 1969 when the Club scored
its sixth win in the North of England Head. With

an eight composed largely of scullers and
University members.

An Open Events Committee was established to
co-ordinate the running of the existing North of
England Head and County of Chester Long
Distance Sculls, and prophetically any other
Open Events which might become the
responsibility of the Club.

In July a North West Sprints Championship was
taken on board by the new sub-committee, to
be rowed over 500 meters downstream in the
Groves, finishing at the Bandstand. This was
undertaken at the request of the City Council
who had launched the Chester Sports & Leisure
Fortnight, and gave £30 towards the cost of
prizes for the Sprints. There were 15 entries in
three classes of fours and the event yielded a
£27 profit for the Club.

In the 1970 North of England Head of the River
Race the Club’s fastest entry, as in the previous
year, was an ‘ad hoc’ combination of scullers
and University members with only one practice
outing together. They finished second only three
seconds behind the joint winners from Derby
and Royal Shrewsbury School BC.

The Regatta season produced much activity but
little success, although a junior-senior four
recorded the Club’s first win in a rowing event at
Chester Regatta for five years. There were
some bright spots which brought some respect
to the season when four wins were recorded in
fours and two in non-status pairs at four
Regattas, and Roger Croome won senior sculls
at Northwich.

A postal strike in 1971 interfered with
preparations for the North of England Head.
Entry forms had to be delivered by hand and
entries were accepted by telephone. In the
event 52 crews rowed and two “Royals” eights
finished in the top ten.

The Club was trying to re-build its the rowing
strength from the bottom upwards, and the
number of novices recruited for this purpose
was encouraging. No entry was made for
Henley as there was no crew of sufficient
standard, and Roger Croome had been ill after
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winning at Shrewsbury and finishing seventh on
the Tideway in the Sculler’s Head. A Veteran
eight won at Dublin Metropolitan Regatta and
the Novices were rewarded for their progress
with a win in fours at Bridgnorth.

In 1972 the ARA introduced new rowing-status
rules increasing considerably the number of
categories of competition. Once more the
emphasis was placed on youth rowing, as fewer
ready made oarsmen were presenting
themselves. Furthermore, under the changes in
status rules elderly oarsmen became a
protected species, able to compete on equal
terms with those in their particular age-group,
and able to enter upon a new career with
reasonable chances of winning. This may
account for the subsequent, but healthy
proliferation of veteran member recruits!

1973 was a year of ideas with fund raising
continuing to be to the fore: suggestions
included unspecified alterations to the
Clubroom to make it more attractive, the
building, in conjunction with the Kings School
of two Squash Courts on School Land behind
our boathouse and the sale of some of the Club
Silver to finance this project. Another possibility
was the use of our premises by homeless river
users such as Sub-Aqua, Canoe, Motor Boat
and Sailing organisations.

The Chairman of the Bar and Social
Committees reported that 1972/3 had been a
record year for takings which amounted to 60
per cent of the Club’s total income. In their view
the time had come to appoint a part-time Bar
Steward and the formation of a small lounge-bar
in the Clubroom. If this was not done the
Clubroom would be under used.

In a surprise letter in 1974 The Keeper of the
Privy Purse wrote to confirm that the Royal
Patronage (of HM Queen Elizabeth II) would
continue apparently there had been a weeding
out exercise. This was followed by an
Extraordinary General Meeting in February
when all subscription rates rose by nearly 50 per
cent, bringing Over-21 Full Rowing to £12. This
was the first increase for ten years during which
the cost of boats, blades and most “overheads”
had doubled.

An experimental Ladies section prospered with
12 members, and Roger Croome completed his
seventh win in succession in the County of
Chester L D Sculls.

Women’s rowing
arrives
In 1975 the Club Rules were amended to allow for
the admission of women to be Rowing
members. It was also the year when John
Blackwell, a former boat building apprentice on
the Dee, satisfactorily performed his first boat
building repairs for the Club. As he has
continued to do ever since, although in the early
years of the 21st Century he is looking forward
to retirement, after serving throughout his career
as boatman to the King’s School.

The World Rowing Championships were held in
the UK for the first time at Holme Pierrepont,
Nottingham in August. They were sponsored by
the Guardian Royal Exchange Insurance Group,
thanks to one of the Club’s vice-Presidents
Ernest Bigland, who was their General Manager.

As the first Women’s four became well
established, a squad of 20 pupils from
Christleton School were introduced to rowing at
the Club. Coached by their PE Teacher, Tony
Dromgoole who had rowed as a pupil at the
King’s School. The Club could justifiably feel
that the tide was turning as the were 23 wins at
Regattas – double the number of the previous
year and the period of mediocre rowing was
ending.

A “bulk” membership was arranged for
Christleton School as it grew and made
progress. The Headmaster agreed that if the
Club could provide a fixed tub for training, this
could be located in the school’s swimming bath,
and that their crews would compete in “Royals”
colours as RCRC (Christleton Comprehensive
School). The Youth section now accounted for
one-third of the active membership, and the
registration of “Royals” was secured with the
Education Authority as a Youth Club and eligible
for education grants.
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1977 was the year of our Patrons Silver Jubilee as
Sovereign, so a letter loyal greeting was
despatched to Her Majesty, and duly
acknowledged.

The racing season started well with the 1st VIII
winning the North of England Head to end four
years domination of the event by Derby R.C.
They were coached by Keith Mason, an Oxford
Blue in 1956–7, whose dynamism, skill and
method of communication had changed the
Club from being average with a sound basic
training system and a new attitude. He
produced a “HomeWin” in the Head for the first
time since 1969.

This was the year when the Club won its first
event in Women’s rowing after the Novice four

beat three University crews of similar status at
Merseyside. Another ‘First’ was the introduction
of a Club Shop to sell rowing clothes, Club ties
and blazer buttons, engraved glass tankards,
scarves, etc, in aid of Club funds. Due to the
enthusiasm of members and a judicious choice
of suppliers this enterprise became firmly
established, eventually showing a useful annual
profit, and clearly meeting a need. There was a
huge upturn in the level of Club success in the
following year when 44 wins was the best since
rowing was resumed in 1946, and never
attained earlier.

The First Women’s crew to win a pennant in
Eights in a Head Race achieved this distinction
in Senior C class on home waters in the 1978
North of England Head. At the AGM in April, the
“Head Girl” was given Officer status with the title
of “Captain of Women.”

In 1979 it became clear that the laudable
objective of healthy Club finances and low and
unchanged subscriptions were incompatible, as
they no longer covered running costs, so that
years of inflation must be recognised by
increases. While a household could often
mitigate the effects of inflation by purchasing
‘cheap’ and satisfactory imports from Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Pakistan, Japan, Poland etc, so far
these Countries had not flooded our markets
with cheap boats, oars or sculls. These essential
were almost entirely home produced and as
they were labour intensive their cost had
soared.
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1977, the first club women’s crew to win at a Regatta (Merseyside - WN4+).
Rosemary Leach (bow), Elizabeth Garson (2), Alison Jackson (3), Sheila Singleton (str), Alison Rhodes (cox).

1977, Winners NoEHORR practising at Chester.
SJ Redwood (bow), MF Fryer (2), S Trowell (3), CP
Jackman (4), JF Boothman(5), RC Stanhope (6), AJ Pryce
(7), GHP Clemence (str), Nicola Mason (cox) not shown.

RCRC_History_B5x2_B:Layout 1  26/11/08  13:46  Page 20



At an extraordinary General Meeting an increase
to £20 (from £15) was proposed. To general
surprise an amendment proposing that the
increased rate should be £24 was accepted
without opposition.

An unusual situation arose in 1980 whereby
newly elected members were failing to pay their
first subscription or even take up membership,
with candidates and their proposers and
seconders taking the matter rather lightly. It was
therefore decided that all application for
membership should be accompanied by a
remittance (returnable if unelected). In the
words of Dr Samuel Johnson – this
concentrated the candidates’ minds
wonderfully.

This was the year when Ron Jenkins (father of
two of the Junior girls), with Club and
Community Service help, concreted the area in
front of the Club premises, replacing the steeply
cambered and slippery Victorian bricks. This
proved to be a very welcome ‘farewell’ to a
slippery and very dangerous slope’ especially
in wet weather. Richard Stanhope was selected
to stroke the GB eight in the Olympics in
Moscow where he won a silver medal on his
international debut.

On his return he scored his fifth win in a record
entry for the County of Chester LD Sculls, before
continuing his sequence of success in the event
for another four years.

Three dozen wins in 1981 produced the second
best season since rowing was resumed after the
Second World War. The Club now had a
substantial number of junior oarsmen who had
all learned to row in the previous two years, and
these justified the appointment of a Junior
Captain – Richard Shepherd.

He was tall and strong and showed particular
initiative when he noticed on his way to the
Club, that the nearby ‘Boathouse Inn’ was
busily engaged in replacing the seating in the
Riverside Bar. With commendable initiative he
asked the landlord if he could have the
discarded seating for the clubroom in “Royals”
it was no longer required. He was surprised to
be told to take away what he wanted and
quickly assembled a working party of helpers

from those who had already arrived at the Club
for rowing. The clubroom was later transformed
into a place of some comfort and smart
appearance after the old green benches were
replaced by upholstered seating through the
initiative of Richard and the generosity of the
landlord. There is no harm in asking.

1982 was the Year of Maritime Chester, so the
North of England Head of the River Race was
formally started by the Mayor of Chester in his
role as Admiral of the Dee. It was also the
Centenary year of the Amateur Rowing
Association, for which the Club instigated the
Regional Reception held at The King’s School,
Chester.

At National level the Centenary was celebrated
in September with a procession of boats from
all ARA Clubs rowing down the Thames from
Putney to Greenwich, on the annual Thames
day Saturday. It took the vast Cavalcade of
decorated boats an hour to pass under
Westminster Bridge. The Celebration was
sponsored by Shell and the commentator was
the Hon. Editor of the British Rowing Almanack,
who provided information about all the Clubs in
the vast Cavalcade as the procession passed
the Saluting Base in the gardens of County Hall.

The Royal Chester entry was a double skiff built
in 1854 for the Bigland family, and an eight with
all members replica copies of the rowing suits
worn by their predecessors in Victorian times. It
was a great occasion in splendid weather, but
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Richard Stanhope, who became a Steward at Henley Royal
Regatta.
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the skiff sank soon after passing Charing Cross.
However, it was swiftly salvaged, with its veteran
crew - David Parker and Sid Evans with John
Bigland (cox).

The Club Youth Policy had made so much
progress by 1983, that over half of the active
members were either at School or in other form
of full-time Education and paying much reduced
subscriptions in consequence. It was decided
to seek the formal approval of the Charity
commissioners to recognise the educational
element of this policy as being charitable.
Support was given to Queen’s Park High School
with the permanent loan of a coaching launch,
and some coaching under a new Sports
Council Policy for Clubs to assist rowing in
Schools. This extended a long an friendly
association which has existed since the School
started rowing in 1946.

1983 was a good year on the water in Chris
Jackman’s first season in charge of Junior men
with much more attention also being given to
physical fitness through-out the Club. This was
reflected in the rise to 44 wins for the second
time in five years. Tony Reynolds and Steve
Redwood became the Club’s first GB
Lightweights in the World Championships.

The Charity Commissioners approved the
establishment of the Royal Chester R C Trust
Fund in 1984, and the Trustees appointed John

Goodwin as Chairman. £25,000 was raised in
the first year.

The North of England Head was rowed in two
Divisions for the first time, to introduce the
double use of boats by visiting crews. Nine Club
crews competed and the Senior B eight
composed of junior oarsmen (coached by Chris
Jackman) finished second – 13 seconds behind
the winning King’s School 1st VIII. The Veteran
C eight also finished in the top ten to win its
class. Justin Waller became the Club’s first
Junior International when he was selected to
row in the GB eight in the World Junior
Championships. Another ‘first’ was Alison
Jackson in the winning Women’s ‘A’ four in the
ARA Veterans Regatta.

In 1985 the 75 wins by the Club was the highest
in the country. Four of the most outstanding
Juniors – Harvey Worden, (bow), Justin Waller
(2), James Waller (3), Steve Goodwin (str) with
Veteran cox, Duncan Little - represented the
Club in the Britannia Cup at Henley, after
winning Senior A coxed fours at Marlow.
However they met with misfortune in the first
round, by breaking a blade on the booms, when
leading at the Barrier. By the end of the season
the Club had reached its first 50 wins in Junior
Rowing.

1986 was a vintage year for the Club with the
Juniors contributing nearly half of the 82 wins,
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1985 - A group of Club members who contributed to a record total of 75 wins this year.
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with the emphasis on small boats, as there were
only four wins in eights.

The Junior Eight paved the way by finishing 8th
in the North of England Head and winning their
class. The Katy Wilcox and Sarah Davies won
the Women’s Junior international pairs trials at
Chester and Nottingham, as 16 year olds. They
also rowed in the winning composite Women’s
Junior coxed four at the National
Championships which thereby won selection for
the World Junior Championships in
Czechoslovakia. They were coached by Chris
Jackman and finished second in the petite
finale.

The Junior boys also had a memorable season
with half of the eight winning the Championship
coxed fours at the National Schools Regatta,
before becoming the first crew from a club to
capture the 108 years old Public Schools
Challenge Vase at Marlow Regatta. John Hore
(bow), Dave Harrand, Andrew Rawling, Mike
Harris (stroke), with Richard Mawhinney (cox),
then became the first Royal Chester crew to win
at the National Championships. This earned
selection with Lara Fisher-Jones and Sarah
Davies who had won bronze medals at the
Championship, for the Home Countries
International, where both crews won gold
medals.

The Veterans began 1987 well with several
pennants at Runcorn, Yorkshire and Trent
Heads. Halfway through the season the Veteran
C eight was still unbeaten and after an absence
of 25 years the Club also returned to Henley
with a Thames Cup!!! composed of past and
present Junior “Royals.” There were 84 entries,
so the Club was required to qualify for the last
19 places in the draw. Having done so, the crew
defeated Southampton University in the first
round by 2½ lengths, before University College
Dublin (a seeded crew) proved just too strong in
the second round by ½ length.

The performance of the crew attracted
widespread favourable comment and was a
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1985 - The Veteran Squad (A, B, C and D)
BACK: JAD Healey, AG Evans, JM McGarva, N Robson, MP Stephens, SC Turner, RF Chaplin, ES Portlock, CM Wardale,
KH Worden, NP Hunt, JAD Bigland, RJ Dutton.
FRONT: KGP Clemence, JC Davies, JA Goodwin, CEA Green, BD Gibbs, DS Evans, JD Parker.

1986 - Winning Junior Coxed 4, National Championships
J Hore (Bow), D Harrand (2), A Rawling (3), M Harris (str),
D Mawhinney (cox)
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great credit to Chris Jackman who had coached
and organised the expedition.

At the National Championships, which sadly
saw the end of Chris Jackman’s immensely
successful five years as Coach, the Men’s
Junior eight won silver and were selected to
represent England in the Anglo-French Match,

which they won. Emma Holman also won the
WJ16 sculls. At Ghent International Regatta the
winning GB Women’s Junior eight included –
Lara Fisher-Jones, Sarah Davies, Katy Wilcox
and Emma Holman; at the same regatta Sarah
Davies and Katy Wilcox also took the Silver
medal in the WJ coxless pairs.

Celebrations!
In 1988 the Club celebrated its 150th

Anniversary which was distinguished in its
early months by considerable improvements to
the Clubroom, including the fitting of the
comfortable wall seating retrieved earlier by
Richard Shepherd (see p.21). In July, at the
invitation of the Stewards of Henley Royal
Regatta, there was a ceremonial “row” past the
Enclosures during the Tea Interval on the
Saturday afternoon by a “Royals” eight
composed of the Captain and ex-Captain. This
was followed by an Umpire’s launch carrying
more ex-Captains and the wives of those in the
crew. There was also a display commemorating
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1987 Veteran C Eight
P Henry (bow), JC Davies (2), JA Goodwin (3), PMF Williams (4), BD Gibbs (5), JF Boothman (6), MP Stephens (7), CEA
Green (str), DG Little (cox).

1987 Henley, Thames Cup 2nd round v Uni Col Dublin BC
E Mottershaw (bow), Jas. Waller (2), RM Ogden (3), A
Rawling (3), D Harrand (5), M Peel (6), M Harris (7), C
Portlock (str), S Harrison (cox).
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the Club’s 150 years and particularly its close
connection with the Regatta in 1855 and 1856,
lodged in the Trophies Tent.

The North of England Head of the River Race
was memorable for an exceptional high tide
which was notable for the amount of excess
landwater and strong winds, with flood water
almost reaching the boathouse steps requiring
oarsmen to carry their cox-swains ashore to dry
land. A new course record of 14 minutes 9
seconds was set the winners, Durham
University BC, and five other crews also broke
the record set by Clare College, Cambridge in
1937.

At Henley the Club did not survive the first round
in the Thames Cup or qualify in the Britannia
Cup. The Captains eight duly rowed past the
Enclosure, after a morning outing when all
those chosen were present for the first time. The
crew, who were basically the current Veteran C

eight, went down the course and turned at
Remenham. Then, heralded by a public
address announcement, they came up the
course most impressively at a firm paddle to the
warm applause of spectators in the Enclosure.
Special commemorative medals were
presented to the crew. The display in the
Trophies Tent attracted considerable attention
as it showed the Club’s connection with Henley
Royal Regatta, with the keel-less four Victoria
and the subsequent keel-less eight Eugenie,
which had astonished the world at Henley in
1855 and 1856.

On the 9th July, 1988, as part of the celebrations
of the Sesquicentenary, the Annual General
Meeting of the club was advanced to the actual
date of the 150th Anniversary of the General
Meeting in 1838 at which Chester Victoria
Rowing Club (re-named Royal Chester in 1840)
was formed. An abridged agenda of special
items was dealt with, the remaining routine
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ABOVE AND BELOW - The Captain’s Eight:- 4, R.E.Buckley; 3, D Martinson (1958/9); 2, J.A.D .Bigland (1968/9); Str JC
Davies (1969/ 70); 5 B.D.Gibbs (1987/8);(1950/3); Cox G N Pointer (1954/7); Bow, J.M. McGarva (1971); 7 J.A.Goodwin
(1977); 6 C.E.A. Green (1985/6).
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matters being referred to an adjourned meeting
nearer the usual date in October. The items
dealt with included the approval of a loyal
message to the Patron of the Club, Her Majesty
the Queen in the following terms:- “The
Members of Royal Chester Rowing Club
assembled in General Meeting on 9th July 1988,
being the 150th Anniversary of the General
Meeting at which the Club was founded in 1838,
wish to tender to her Majesty, our patron, the
assurance of our continued loyalty, affection and
good wishes.”

Two special achievements on the water were
winning the Veteran D Coxed Fours at the FISA
Veteran Championships in Scotland and a 75
mile marathon row down the River Dee, on and
in the water, from Bala to Chester, in 33 hours
by veterans Ian Rae (bow) Nigel Robson
(stroke) and the 1948 Olympian J.A.D (Tim)
Healey (cox). With occasional “yompings”
where there was no water or it was flowing too
fast, overnight stops in civilised accommodation
were made at the Horseshoe Falls and Bangor-
on-Dee.

The objects of this trip were to celebrate the
Sesquicentenary and raise money for the St
John Ambulance and the Chester Royal
Infirmary Scanner Appeal – over £6,500 was
raised. This journey had been done before by
canoeists but not, it is thought, “the hard way”,
in such an unlikely craft.

Two Club members won selection for the
Olympic Regatta in Seoul, where they both

finished fourth - Richard Stanhope in the GB
eight and Stephen Peel in the coxless four

On 1st October the County of Chester Long
Distance Sculls attracted record entry of 99. The
first two scullers to finish were both Club
members on a home visit. The winner was Bill
Downing (in London RC colours), second was
Ian Pritchard (in Thames RC colours). The
pennant winners in Royal Chester colours were
Richard Charnley (Senior 3), Kate Spence
(Women’s Novice) and Claire Davies (Women’s
J16).

In the evening the Sesquicentenary Dinner took
place in the early Victorian grandeur of the Town
Hall, Chester. One hundred and ninety two
members and guests attended. The President
of the Amateur Rowing Association,
N.R.L.Thomas, proposed the health of the Club,
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17 July 1988. The coxed tub pair at the Club after their marathon trip down the Dee from Bala.
IRK Rae (bow), N Robson (str). JAD Healey (cox)

September 1988. The winning Vet D 4+ at FISA Vet
Championships, Strathclyde. L to R: DJ Trace (coach), RW
Desmond (Str), BD Gibbs (3), CEA Green (bow), DG Little
(cox)
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to which the President, W.J.C. Todd replied. The
reply to the toast to the guests was given by the
Chairman of the Management Committee of
Henley Royal Regatta, P.R.C. Coni QC. Among
the guests were the General Secretary of the
Amateur Rowing Association and
representatives of Leander, London, Thames,
Molesey, and Twickenham who had joined with
Royal Chester in founding the ARA in 1882. At
the conclusion of his address the President of
the ARA handed over a document recording the
congratulations of the Council to the Club on
achieving the 150th Anniversary of its
foundation.

Everyone attending the Dinner was given a
wine-glass bearing the Club crest and relevant
dates as a memento of the occasion. The
following morning the celebration of the
Sesquicentenary ended with an in formal visit to

the Clubhouse by many of the older members
and their wives who had attended the Dinner.

On the 12th October, the Annual General
Meeting begun on 9th July and then adjourned,
was completed. A warm tribute was paid to
Charles Green the outgoing Captain who, at
considerable personal inconvenience, had fill
this appointment during three critical years and
had played a major role in making the Club’s
Veteran rowing a force to be reckoned with in
and beyond the North West Region. With his
first win in 1960, followed by wins in 22 other
years, be had become one of the Club’s most
prolific winners.

1988 ended with the Juniors completing their
first hundred wins, and two of them Emma
Holman and Claire Bunney (cox) were members
of the winning junior coxed four at the first
Henley Women’s Regatta.

A record season in 1989 produced 85 wins,
including 47 in fours. In addition 17 were
recorded by several senior boys from the King’s
School who were entrusted to the Club by their
Parents who were dissatisfied with the
inadequate and inexperience coaching in the
school rowing club in the enforced absence of
their Rowing Master with a back injury.

The Boys concerned had shown considerable
promise in 1986/7 with help from the Club,
when they were unbeaten in Junior 14 and 15
classes, so they were coached by Andy Turner
at the Club in their last term at the School and
won the Public Schools Vase at Marlow, Junior
Fours in Amsterdam and at the ARA National
championship before finishing by winning at the
Home Countries International for England. In
normal circumstances this would have been
achieved in School colours, but everyone
concerned expressed their gratitude that
through circumstance beyond their own control,
none of the boys missed out on their potential
thanks to the assistance the Club was able to
provide. Andy Turner was also busy coaching
the Club’s most successful girls squad to date,
which contributed 15 wins to the season record
total.

Six members – Richard Stanhope and James
Walker (Grand), Justin Waller and Harvey
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October 1988. Dee Autumn Head winning WJ 4+. K Peel
(bow), N Hanna (2), C Bunney (cox), J Fearnall (3), C
Davies (Str).

3 May 1988. Sesquicentenary organising group at Eaton
Hall party. BACK ROW: RJ Hibbert, JA Goodwin, CEA
Green, John Waller, Claire Davies, BD Gibbs. FRONT: JC
Davies, WJC Todd, TS Bigland, GN Pointer, JM McGarva.
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Worden (Ladies Plate), Roland Evans and Mike
Harris (Britannia) rowed in winning crews at
Henley Royal Regatta. Afterwards Richard
Stanhope continued his successful international
career with a bronze medal in the GB eight in
the World Championships, where Claire Davies
made her senior international debut with a silver
medal in the GB Women’s Lightweight coxless
four.

In 1990 the Club was represented by ten crews in
a record 125 entries for The 50th North of
England Head of the River Race but the only
home pennant winner was the Women’s Senior
3 eight, this was composed mostly of the
outstanding junior girls of the previous season,
stroked by Claire Davies. Single scullers scored
27 of the year’s 68 wins with Rob Oultram
narrowly missing double figures in single sculls
but representing England in the home countries
International. A junior showing promise which
he subsequently fulfilled as a Lightweight
international oarsman was James McGarva in
J16 and Junior singles.

1991 was another record season with 88 wins
due to exceptional strength in pairs and double
sculls with 35 successes. The principal
contributors were the National Veteran
Champions Paul Williams and John Boothman
in coxed pairs, Martin and Colin Brown in
coxless pairs, and junior double scullers James
McGarva and Adam Armitage who also
distinguished themselves in the Championship
single sculls at the National Schools Regatta by
wining the silver and bronze medals.

In 1992 Adam Armitage won eleven times in
single sculls and represented GB in the Coupe
de la Jeunesse. The Club took a breather after
two record seasons in the previous three years,
with only 54 wins, which were dominated by the
single scullers.

Mike Harris, James Walker and Richard
Stanhope (4th time) rowed in the Olympics;
Claire Davies won her second silver medal in
the World championships (WLt 4-) and James
McGarva won 11 sculling events. A notable
newcomer, as subsequent events were to show,
was Lisa Eyre who started her career, coached
by Chris Jackman with a win in Novice sculls at

Northwich Head. This was followed by a repeat
at Chester Regatta the following year, before
blossoming out in Senior 3 class twice in the
Autumn Heads. Adam Armitage and James
McGarva dominated the male scullers with six
wins in doubles, when they were not collecting
another seven between them in singles.

Mike Harris sculled in the Olympic Regatta,
where James Walker completed his eighth year
as a member of the GB international eight which
finished 8th in the Olympics. After starting with
a bronze medal in the 1989 World
Championships he rowed in four more finals but
there were no more medals.

1993 was again a record year with 91 wins
dominated by fours and sculls. Lisa Eyre and
two 15 year olds – Jamie Cheetham and
Caroline Quillan - scored two-thirds of the 35
sculling successes. Martin Peel and James
Walker rowed in the World Championships.

The Veterans claimed the limelight in 1994
when the Club scored 75 wins, including 34 in
fours. The veterans streaked ahead of everyone
else with 26 of them including Veteran D at the
National Veteran Championships and FISA
Masters where they won the Veteran C eights.

Then in 1995 Lisa Eyre marked her international
debut by stroking the GBWomen’s coxless four
to fifth place in the World Championships.
James Somerville (cox) won a bronze medals
in the GB VIII in the World Junior
Championships, in which he also became the
first GB Junior cox to compete in the
Championships three times.

Roland Evans and Mike Harris won gold medals
in the Commonwealth Regatta in Canada,
where James McGarva won a silver medal in
England’s lightweight quadruple sculls. Claire
and Sarah Davies rowed for Wales in the
Lightweight coxless fours finishing fourth.

Two newcomers that year from Christleton
School were Matthew Davis and Steve Pearson.
Small in stature they were christened ‘The
Borrowers’ as they plundered their way to
success in J14 double sculls. Steve was also a
successful single sculler, but later he switched
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to canoeing to become a successful Junior
international.

In 1996 the floodgates finally burst and the Club
recorded 100 wins for the first time. There was
also an unexpected ‘first’ for women members
when they took an eight to the FISA Masters
Championships in Hungary and won the
Veteran D class. Another remarkable
achievement at the Olympic Games in Atlanta
was for the Club to be represented in the men’s
and women’s GB eights for the first time in its
history by James Walker and Lisa Eyre, the men
finished 8th and the Women were 7th. Mike
Harris was the Olympic spare man and he
crowned his season later by winning the County
of Chester Long Distance Sculls by 1 sec.

In 1997 the Club fell one short of repeating the
performance of reaching a hundred wins. The
season started well with the 1st VIII winning the
North of England Head, followed by the
Jackson trophy a week later in the Tideway
Head.

At the age of 12 Adam Moffat became the
youngest GB Junior International cox, and five
years later he became the first former GB Junior
cox to row in the World Junior Rowing
Championships. This was the year when the
Club raised £500 for the Hospice of the Good
Shepherd by organising Dee Day Races in
traditional boats (Skiffs, Canoes, Coracles and
Dragon Boats) as an Autumn Event over 500
metres in The Groves.

The Jackson Trophy was also defended
successfully in 1998, after the 1st VIII had also
retained the North of England Headship.
Chester Regatta restored its Sprints and the
weekend yielded 17 winners. Women’s senior
crews were also prominent until half way
through the season with the Senior four winning
four times in May alone.

Duncan Little was appointed Director of Junior
Rowing in 1998 when the section reached 300
wins since their first success at Bridgnorth in
1968. The strength of the Club’s Veteran rowing
had also taken them into the Top Ten in the Club
Tables in the British Rowing Almanack. As the

Veteran’s cox for nearly 30 years, Duncan had
a foot in both sections, and in his first twelve
months he painstakingly recruited a large
number of new Juniors who laid the
foundations for a record 42 junior wins to
celebrate the Millenium.

Success in 1999 with 61 wins was spread
evenly over the men, women, veteran and junior
sections of the Club in Heads and Regattas,
with 22 wins in fours outstripping those in eights
and small boats.

Then in 2000 the new century was greeted with
a record 83 wins, just surpassing the 82
reached in 1986. There were 38 wins in single
sculls and two dozen in fours. The Juniors
accounting for almost half of the overall total
and the veterans finished the season with 19 in
eights, fours and single sculls.

This was immediately surpassed in 2001 when
33 Young Royals scored 61 wins at a dozen
events, and thereby helped reach a record 135
wins for the season. By the turn of the Century
60 Young Royals had also won international
selection for Olympic, World Championship,
Commonwealth Games, and Home
International rowing teams in over seventy
events since Richard Stanhope stroked the GB
Olympic silver medal eight in Moscow in 1980.

In 2002 the Club reached the 35th season since
the introduction of Junior rowing, and by the
end of the year they had amassed a grand total
of 550 wins overall. This was only part of what is
still the most successful year in the Clubs 170

1999 Summer Rowing School.
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years history with 141 wins overall thanks to an
outstanding 96 by the Juniors. There were also
18 wins in open event, ten by the women but
the veterans were below their best with only
sixteen, nevertheless they were back in the
twenties for the next two seasons which helped

the club continue with over a hundred wins for
two more years before the Junior wins dropped
back to 62 in 2003 and 43 a year later.

In 2005 and 2006 with the women’s section
almost non-existent and the Juniors only a
shadow of their predecessors, the veterans
continued to produce at least 20 winners each
year. However the overall results for the next
three seasons were disappointing, and 44 wins
in 2006 was the lowest since the Club’s 150th
Anniversary in 1988.

There was an improvement in 2007 when the
Juniors accounted for over half of the 53 wins,
which took them to 941 since they started in
1968. This also put them within sight of reaching
1000 in their 40th season in the following year.
By the end of June they had celebrated the
275th anniversary of Chester Regatta with 14
wins to leave only a further 25 needed to reach
their target.

2001. Winning smiles at Warrington Regatta

A Half Century of service.
Very few clubs in any sphere of activity benefit from
the leadership and guidance of a single member
for over 50 years. Walter Todd, who died in
November 2000 aged 90, was such a person. He
joined the club in 1937, became captain a year
later and resumed for another 3 years after the WW
II when he successfully re-established the club.

Much of Royal Chester’s prominence in the rowing
scene in the 21st century is due to his revival of its
activities after the war, followed by subsequent
work behind the scenes, until he became chairman
then president for the club’s 150 anniversary in
1993.

To mark that occession he wrote a club history for
1939 - 88 which in many ways is now his own book
of remembrance, as it also covers all but the first
two years of his active association with the club’s
wellbeing.

At Cambridge in 1930-31 he won his oar three
times as bowman in the Lady Margaret 1st VIII in
bumping races. Almost as soon as he joined Royal
Chester later in the 1930s he rowed in the club four
which reached the Wyfold Cup final at Henley in
1938, and coached 10 years later when two more

club 4s reached the Wyfolds finals in 1948 and 49.
Sadly the cup was dashed from their lips on all
three occasions but as captain in the late 1940’s it
was a measure of how well he restored the club’s
fortunes after enforced inactivity. In retirement 25
years later he returned to active participation in day
to day affairs, the development of junior rowing,
chairmanship of the committee for eleven years,
writing the third half century history and presiding
over the 150th anniversary events in 1988 before
retiring from the active scene on his 80th birthday.

Walter Todd (seated) with some of the previous club
captains. L to R: Barry Gibbs, Bonner Davies, Graham
Pointer, Keith Osborne, Roger Buckley, Gwyn Evans.
FRONT: John Goodwin, John Boothman.
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In recent seasons James Carew has created
and motivated a squad of Juniors who have
demonstrated their ability to compete at the
highest level. His energy, patience and
determination following his own serious illness,
in getting the very best out of his crews was
recognised in 2007 by the award of the Francis
Lowe Memorial Blade. It was presented by
Grahame Jones, Alderman of the Worshipful
Company of Goldsmiths and is in memory of a
supreme Chester crafts-man who died in 1991.

It has been awarded annually since then to the
outstanding oarsperson of a Chester based
rowing Club to mark his lifetime of service to the
Company of Goldsmiths

The Club began its 170th season in 2008 slowly
with the Juniors winning Novice eights at
Runcorn Head, followed by the Veteran eight
claiming a solitary pennant at the North of
England Head, after the Senior coxed four had
won at the Trent Head.

It was the 40th season since Junior rowing
started with a vacation four winning at
Bridgnorth in 1968, and reaching 942 wins
overall by the end of 2007. The haul of 15 more
trophies by the Juniors at Northwich Spring
Head, Merseyside and Shrewsbury Regattas
was therefore a promising start towards
completing the 40th year of Junior rowing with
a thousand wins.

At the 275th Chester Regatta, where the Club
won 16 events, there was a rare family ‘double’
when the former Champion of the Dee, Jack
McGarva won Veteran C whilst his son, also
Jack, took Junior 13 single sculls.
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2002. The J16 4+, with two J15s in the bows won Novice
at Ross.

Francis Lowe Memorial Oar
The sterling silver blade is awarded annually by
the worshipful Company of Goldsmiths in
memory of Frank Lowe, Freeman of the City of
Chester, Alderman and a supreme craftsman
who died in 1991. He was an experienced river
man, and after his death the Goldsmiths

Company commissioned the rowing blade. It
was wrought from a melt of silver shot and
rowing trophies won by the Lowe family in the
early 1900s. The blade was assayed, hallmarked
and finally struck with the Chester ‘mark of
origin’, the wheatsheaf. The first recipient was
Claire Davies Royals first International
Lightweight silver medalist followed in 1993 by
Olympic silver medalist Richard Stanhope and
1997 by World gold medalist Lisa Eyre. In 2005
Duncan Little was also presented with the
trophy in recognition of his dedication and
enthusiasm for six seasons as director of junior
rowing crews, who won over 450 trophies under
his guidance.

Previous RCRC recipients of the Silver Oar:-
1992 - Claire Davis
1993 - Richard Stanhope
1997 - Lisa Eyre
2001 - Martin Chandler
2004 - Duncan Little
2005 - RCRC U16 IV
2007 - James Carew

Grahame Jones, Alderman of the Worshipful Company
of Goldsmiths, presents the 2007 Francis Lowe Memorial
Blade to James Carew.
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As the Regatta finished, 12 Royal Chester
Veterans, aged between 49 – 67 with their
support crew set off South to begin the first
recorded Thames Charity Challenge row in an
eight, 135 miles down the River Thames from
Lechlade to London (The start of the Oxford &
Cambridge University Boat Race Course at
Putney) with overnight stops at Oxford and
Marlow. The row was to raise funds for charities
selected by the participants. They started at 8
a.m on the Sunday after the Regatta and
reached Putney 21 minutes later than
scheduled at 6.21 pm on their third day of
rowing, after covering 135 miles and negotiating
45 Locks.

The Challenge raised over £18,000 for The
Neuro Muscular Centre at Winsford and The

Royal Chester Rowing Club Trust Fund together
with other organisations sponsored by crew
members.

Nature intervened to bring the 53rd County of
Chester Long Distance Sculls to a premature
conclusion in the Autumn, when the afternoon
race had to be abandoned after only two crews
had started.

The morning race was a triumph for Craig
Morgan formerly of Hollingworth Lake, now of
Agecroft, with his fifth win in successive years
to equal the record of Roger Croome (Royal
Chester) in 1968-72.

In the afternoon recent heavy rain in North
Wales raised the river level which had been low
for some weeks and released a lot of debris
from the banks into midstream. After the first
four crews had started and negotiated the
debris, the Chief Marshall sighted an enormous
uprooted tree drifting rapidly towards the crews
assembling for the start. He promptly
abandoned the race for the safety of
competitors and their equipment. Meanwhile,
the first four starters continued to race, unaware
of the situation until they crossed the finish line
at Dee Lane.

Competitors took the decision with good grace,
and it was most unfortunate that some had
travelled from Edinburgh and London, to be
disappointed by the freak conditions.

Royal Chester Rowing Club - The first 170 years

2008. The Thames Challenge Veteran squad with support team celebrate their arrival at Putney.
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This was also the 20th anniversary of the first
row by a Royals Vet D coxed four in the FISA
World Masters in 1988. The crew of Charles
Green, John Goodwin, Barry Gibbs and Ronnie
Desmond, coxed by Duncan Little beat the
favourites-a crew of ex-Olympians from the US-
in the Final. They went on to form the nucleus
of a veteran squad that achieved nearly 150
wins over a 15 year period.

The year was completed with 51 wins including
36 by Juniors who reached a grand total of 977
wins in the 40 seasons since they were admitted
to membership following introduction of the
ARA Youth Policy in 1965.

Royal Chester Wins 1989-2008

Year Eights Fours Pairs Sculls Total

1989 9 47 20 9 85

1990 9 22 10 27 68

1991 9 25 20 34 88

1992 6 14 12 22 54

1993 12 33 11 35 91

1994 8 28 17 22 75

1995 7 34 11 22 74

1996 15 48 20 19 102

1997 20 31 15 33 99

1998 14 29 10 25 78

1999 9 22 10 20 61

2000 6 24 15 38 83

2001 17 40 21 57 135

2002 10 40 34 57 141

2003 15 42 33 26 116

2004 19 40 21 27 107

2005 8 22 16 22 68

2006 14 14 10 6 44

2007 11 16 18 10 55

2008 3 17 16 16 52

NB Since the Club introduced Junior rowing in
1968, 978 wins by Junior Members have been
recorded.
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1988 FISA World Masters Vet D 4+. Charles Green, John
Goodwin, Barry Gibbs, Ronnie Desmond (stroke), cox
Duncan Little.

Printed by WH Evans & Sons Ltd.
WH Evans also printed the first two editions of the Club History, Volume I in 1938 and Volume II in
1989.

Design & Artwork by kmcreative.
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Junior 24 hour Ergo
Challenge 2008
Calum McGuicken

As Junior Captain, I had the idea of a '24 hour
row' simply as bit of training and fun for the lads.
As we got talking, the idea of a large fundraising
event that would also raise awareness for the Club
emerged. With the help of senior members (and
my mum) - we managed to get the event rolling.

Many e-conversations, meetings and mid-
training discussions later the event started to
come together. The date and place, Friday 28th
March, through to Saturday 29th March 2008) - in
an empty shop in The
Grosvenor Mall.

We only had a couple of
weeks to get the
arrangements fine-tuned and
Concept kindly lent us four
new ergos for the challenge.
The fundraising part also had
to be organised and Club
Treasurer Paula Prescott,
‘persuaded’ the local Council
to agree, at short notice, a
license for a raffle. A rowing
rota was established
involving most of the Junior
section, setting times for each participant.

On Friday 28 March the official ergo start time
was twelve midday, so all last minute checks were
made, myself and Matty Prescott hurriedly
organise the kitchen and the sleeping room in a
downstairs storeroom. Meanwhile, upstairs raffle
tickets were selling rapidly. Many valuable prizes
had been donated by Club members, as well as
local shops.

At twelve noon, the ergo was turned on and the
fan revved. The 24 hours was split into ten-minute
slots of full pressure pieces. Two ergos were
used, one solely for the record and the other for
warming up. A section of shop floor was cordoned
off and the ergo was surrounded by cooling
electric fans. The record attempt was underway
and we were all in for a treat.

Neighbouring shops and the public gave their
enthusiastic support with Millie's Cookies
presented us with a surprise mega-sized cookie
decorated with the Royal Chester Rowing Club
logo. Most shops agreed to put up posters
promoting the event and local radio station, Dee
106.3, radio called in regularly for live updates as
the kilometres clocked up.

I was really surprised at the enthusiasm and
energy all the way through the challenge, every
Junior worked as part of a team racking up the
score on the ergo screen. Even as the night turned
into morning, and the eyelids started to droop, we
all managed to keep going and pushing each
other on - the bassey dance music from the ipod
speakers coming as a big help.

As quickly as it had started, this whirlwind
record-setting event was about to finish, and I was
the finisher. The room was packed, and as I
started the last burst, the cheering drowned out
the roar of the fan and I pushed on, finishing with
a very tired and exhausted smile as we logged the
final score. We all breathed a sigh of relief.

The event was a great success, we set a record
of 345km (214 miles) with an average split of
around 2:04, later confirmed by Concept II and
now recognised on their website. We raised about
£3,000, as well as awareness of Royal Chester.

I was really pleased with the enthusiasm and
teamwork of not only the participants, but also all
of the people involved in the event. Thanks to
everyone.
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